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Ms Chris Johnston
Muckleford Forest Friends Network
10 McMillan Road
GREENGULLY VIC 3462

Dear Ms Johnston

PLANNED BURNING

Thank you for the letter from the Muckleford Forest Friends Network dated 23 March 2015
about the planned burning program and your very considered submission about the Maldon-
Donkey Farm track planned burn.

The Victorian Government asked the Inspector-General Emergency Management to review
performance targets for the future bushfire fuel management program on public land. The
Inspector-General has recently provided his report to me and we are now considering the
government's response.

To protect people, communities and the environment it is important that the existing fuel
management program continues to be implemented during the review process. I have,
however, asked the Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning (DELWP) to
ensure that all planned burning conducted in this period is focussed on reducing fire risk, and
that appropriate consideration is given to environmental values.

The Maldon Historic Reserve is identified in the West Central Strategic Bushfire Management
Plan as falling within the Castlemaine-Maldon bushfire catchment. DELWP's intention in
conducting the Donkey Farm Track planned burn is to reduce fire risk to Castlemaine and
Maldon. This objective is consistent with the first aim of planned burning within the Land
Management Zone: to reduce overall fuel and bushfire hazard within the landscape.

DELWP has assessed the potential impact of this burn and determined that risks to
biodiversity could be mitigated to an appropriate level. For further information regarding the
way these risks are managed, I invite you to contact Jill Fleming, Program Manager -
Biodiversity, Loddon Mallee on (03) 54304728 or email atjill.fleming@delwp.vic.gov.au.

I also encourage you to read DELWP'S Monitoring, Evaluation and Reporting Framework for
Bushfire Management on Public Land. The framework guides DELWP in assessing the
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effectiveness of its bushfire management activities. It, and the West Central Strategic Bushfire
Management Plan, is available at http://delwp.vic.gov.au/fire-and-emergencies.

Thank you again for your letter.

Yours sincerely

Minister for Environment, Climate Change and Water
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