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Muckleford Forest Friends Network 

 

23 March 2015 

 

The Hon Lisa Neville, MP 

Minister for Environment, Climate Change and Water 

Level 17, 8 Nicholson Street 

EASTSMELBOURNE VIC 3022 

Via email: lisa.neville@parliament.vic.gov.au 

 

Dear Minister 

We are writing to you from the Central Victorian goldfields, Box Ironbark country. We are a group of 

local residents, many with expertise and a deep knowledge of our local landscapes, ecosystems and 

biodiversity. 

We congratulate you and the Victorian government for initiating a review of the hectare-based 

targets for prescribed burning, and we have already sent in a submission to that review. Such a 

review is long overdue, having been recommended by the Bushfire Royal Commission 

Implementation Monitor Neil Comrie and the former Commissioner for Environmental Sustainability 

Professor Kate Auty. 

But we are concerned that the destructive burning continues unabated while that review is 

underway. 

We have no objection to the strategic asset protection burns. We value our communities and our 

infrastructure and we do not want to put lives at risk. But so many of the burns that are now 

occurring across the state are not for this purpose – they are burns in designated Landscape 

Management Zones where ecological objectives are supposed to be of at least equal importance to 

assets. It is through large-scale burns in this zone that the 5% hectare targets are being met. 

Landscape Management Zones are, by definition, not the places where protective burns are most 

needed. Worse still, they are putting our environment at risk. 

In our region, these prescribed autumn burns have yet to start as the weather has been very dry; 

your officers have stated that these Landscape Management Zones burns will be scheduled as soon 

as there is rain.  
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To illustrate our concerns we have prepared a submission highlighting the issues for one burn (MGF 

CAS 010 “Donkey Farm Track’) that is scheduled for the Maldon Historic Reserve, a part of the 

Muckleford Forest that stretches between Maldon and Newstead. As you will see in our submission, 

this area is recognised as an International Bird and Biodiversity Area (IBA); it is a significant focus for 

a 10 year Woodland Birds Action Program supported by State Government funding, and the whole 

prescribed burn area is within a Brush-Tailed Phascogale Priority Area, a designation designed to 

protect a species listed in the Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act. Other threatened species will also be 

impacted by this burn through the inevitable loss of hollow-bearing trees. 

We are very concerned that Victoria’s biodiversity and the values of our precious bushland remnants 

are again being severely degraded by burns designed principally to meet a formulaic target. We 

strongly urge you to review all of the currently scheduled burns to ensure that biodiversity values 

will not be adversely affected.  

In particular, this planned burn in the Maldon Historic Reserve should be abandoned unless and until 

a much clearer understanding of the biodiversity values of this area demonstrates that the burn is 

needed on ecological rather than statistical grounds.  

We ask that you intervene urgently to prevent the department proceeding with this burn as 

currently planned.   

Firm action now could represent a significant step forward for Victoria. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Ms Chris Johnston, addresses supplied 

Mr Geoff Nevill,  

Ms Alison Rowe,  

Frank Forster,  

Geoff Park,  

Frances Cincotta,  

Brendan Sydes,  

on behalf of the Muckleford Forest Friends Network 

 

Attached:  Submission on proposed Fuel Reduction Burn Maldon-Donkey Farm Track (MGF CAS 010): 

Muckleford Forest Friends Network 


